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Synopsis 
This picture book takes children of all 
ages on a trolley-ride dream adventure. 
Featuring the extraordinary illustrations 
of Caldecott Honoree, Marvin Bileck, 
this book is a dream caught on paper 
with the sense of magic and wonder 
and unfettered imagination of a child. 
As sleep starts the journey into the blue, 
marvelous threads unravel dreamy 
images out of the blue revealing 
animals, far-off places, a circus, games, 
toys, wind, rain, a touch of this and a 
touch of that, words and wordplay. A 
poem accompanies the whimsical 
illustrations, perfectly capturing the 
sense of awe and excitement of 
childhood.  

 
Marvin Bileck was an artist, educator, 
and a designer and illustrator of 
children’s books. Rain Makes 
Applesauce earned a Caldecott Honor. 
Other titles include Penny, Sugarplum 
and A Walker in the City. He was a 
master printmaker whose work has 
been described by critics and art 
historians as comparable to such artists 
as Holbein and Rembrandt.  
 
Ashley Bryan is an author, artist, and 
teacher who was the first African 
American man to both write and 
illustrate a book for children. His work 
has earned widespread recognition, 
including the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award 
and several Coretta Scott King awards 
and honors. His two volumes of 
collections of Black American spirituals, 
published by Alazar Press, Walk 
Together Children and I’m Going To 
Sing are his seminal works with the 
spirituals, forming the foundation of so 
much of his imagery with this subject.  

 
 

 

About Alazar Press® 
Alazar Press® is an imprint of Royal 
Swan Enterprises, Inc., a North Carolina 
based corporation with a focus on 
engaging people with ideas through the 
arts and history. The press is dedicated 
to producing high quality children’s 
literature and accompanying ideas in a 
vital and relevant manner in order to 
best serve the developing minds of 
young people.  
 

Advance Praise 
This is the work of two masters, who will 
take children on an exciting passage 
through time and illusion with their 
careful blending of words and pictures. 
 
—JAN SPIVEY GILCHRIST, Illustrator 
and Author, Coretta Scott King Award 
 
What a joy to read and reread! Truly a 
treasure! Bileck and Bryan will bewitch 
generations of readers. 
 
—LESLIE TRYON, Author and 
Illustrator 
 
This trolley ride took me back to my own 
childhood, complete with the sound 
memory of the clank of change in the 
fare box. Now, the special stop I’d like 
to make is when the trolley passes 
Timbuctu. I fell in love with the verse, 
“Tiger tiptoes to Timbuctu to talk to the 
turtle till ten to two.”  
 
—HENRIETTA MAYS SMITH, 
Professor Emerita, University of South 
Florida, Eric Carle Honor, Virginia 
Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award  
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